the ornithological collection was increased, and in 1892 at Burmeister's death the specimens numbered more than 3500, well classified and systematically arranged. Although this record may appear somewhat modest for the 30 years in which Dr. Burmeister held the directorship of the Museum, it should be remembered that the institution had very small resources, and the entire personnel included only the Director, an assistant and two preparators who were occupied at the same time with other groups and especially with the palaeontological collections.
Dr. Burmeister also succeeded in arranging matters so that remains of some extinct birds were represented in the Museum and with this object in view made an exchange with the British Museum and secured a nearly complete skeleton of Syornis easuarina (Owen) from New Zealand, and parts of the skeletons of spedes of Paehyornis and the gigantic Dinorni,.
Following Dr. Burmeister, Dr. Carlos Berg succeeded to the directorship of the Museum and continued to maintain the prestige of the institution, following up the work undertaken by his illustrious predecessor. After introducing improvements in the interior of the old building restored in the best possible manner, he busied himself with the exhibition of the collections, ordered the construction of more suitable cabinets and glass exhibition eases and undertook to increase the scientific material, especially the part relating to biology. Although his specialty was entomology he gave much attention to fishes and reptiles and at the same time took great interest in birds. He undertook to bring together collections of eggs and nests and exhibited in glass cases some of the principal species of each family of birds native to the Argentine Republic, preserving the duplicates in cases for comparison to show the changes which light produces in the colors of the shell.
He occupied himself also with the labels of the spedmens on exhibition some of which had deteriorated through age and replaced them with others which were more appropriate, added the corresponding common names to the scientific names, and improved the opportunity of bringing the latter down to date in accordance with modern nomenclature. This great work was done with meticulous care, Dr. Berg revising each label before replacing the specimen on exhibition and undertaking with the greatest solicitude to preserve the old labels written in the handwriting of Dr. Burmeister, which were not removed and can always be found on the backs of the pedestals.
Heretofore all specimens of birds which entered the Museum were mounted so as to be placed on exhibition, but Dr. Berg realized the necessity of also making a collection of skins for study. Beside the types and co-types of Argentine species and subspecies described by other ornithologists and myself, there are represented in the collection various rare neotropical birds and a goodly number of others which are uncommon in the museums of Europe, and in the United States, such as the following: In addition the collections also contain some specimens of birds on the road to extinction, such as Apteryx oweni, Conuropsis carollnensia, Stringops habroptilus and Ectopistes migratorius. Nearly all the specimens have been identified and in doubtful cases of certain neotropical species I have sent specimens to Dr.
C. E. I-Iellmayr to whose courtesy I owe the identification of various species and the confirmation of my own.
In reference to the preservation of the study collections, we have adopted for small specimens a system analogous to that in use in the museums of Europe and the United States, consisting of small cases which contain each a dozen trays measuring 75 X 75 centimeters and 8 to 10 centimeters. in depth, in which the bird skins are distributed in systematic order. Specimens of medium or large size are provisionally kept in ordinary boxes of uniform shape, provided on one end with a label which shows the order, family and genera to which the specimens belong.
The general catalogue of the ornithological collection has been made according to systematic order and the entries, besides noting the scientific and common names contain also the data on the respective labels to which they refer. Another entry is added indicating the state of preservation of the specimen, good, bad or deficient,[and'•whether it is mounted and on exhibition or simply a skin.
The collection of birds on public exhibition as stated above comprises 4212 specimens and occupies two halls of the Museum. Due to lack of space the center of these halls is occupied mainly by large cases which contain skeletons of fossil mammals which cannot be located in other halls. The present installations represent an antiquated type and do not conform to the requirements of a modern museum. The specimens of birds are arranged side by side in the numerous spaces of the cases, so high that they can only be observed with much difficulty by the public, not only because of the distance but also because of the scarcity of light.
In As in the case of other sections the general activities of the Ornithological Section, on account of its great expansion are very limited at present because of absolute lack of space and inadequate conditions of the present museum building, but these inconveniences will be overcome with the projected construction of a new building which for years has become more and more necessary. Thanks to the energy and activity of the new director Professor Martin Duelle-Jurade, the steps necessary to realize this object have already been taken and it is hoped that in time not far distant there will be erected, on the 36,000 square meters of land recently granted to the municipal government of the capital, a Museum building worthy of the great South American metropolis.
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